Online Safety
Intent, Implementation and Impact
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Children will:
1. Use technology safely and responsibly. 
1. Recognise potential online risks. 
1. Understand what information should remain private. 
1. Know who to tell and how to report a concern. 
1. Demonstrate respectful online communication. 
1. Recognise inappropriate content and behaviour. 
1. Understand that online information may not always be accurate or trustworthy. 
1. Understand digital footprints and reputation. 
1. Consider consequences before making decisions online. 
1. Apply their knowledge to unfamiliar online situations. 
1. Demonstrate increasing independence in navigating digital environments. 
1. Understand the relationship between online behaviour, safety, relationships and wellbeing. 




Implementation
Purple Mash provides the core structure and resources for our online safety curriculum. Online safety is taught progressively from Reception–Y4. Online safety is deliberately linked to relevant PSHE strands, ensuring consistent messages around relationships, wellbeing, safety, responsibility and respect. Children revisit key knowledge regularly through retrieval and discussion. 

Key vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited, including concepts such as privacy, personal information, trusted adult, cyberbullying, digital footprint and digital reputation. Teachers use age-appropriate scenarios and model safe decision-making. 
Metacognitive approaches encourage children to: Stop and think. Ask what do I know about this situation? Is this safe or trustworthy? What could happen next? What should I do? Who could help me? 
Children practise applying strategies to unfamiliar online scenarios. Teachers use questioning to explore children's understanding and identify misconceptions. Online safety is reinforced through Computing, PSHE, assemblies and whole-school activities. Teachers respond to emerging online safety issues and relevant current concerns. Clear reporting procedures ensure children know where to seek help. Parents and carers are supported through appropriate communication and guidance. Assessment is formative, using questioning, discussion, activities and pupil voice to identify understanding and areas requiring further teaching. 




Intent
At Tittensor First School, we want children to become safe, responsible, respectful and confident digital citizens. We recognise that technology is an integral part of children's lives. We therefore want children to understand not simply how to use technology, but how to use it safely, responsibly and critically. 
We want children to:
· Enjoy the opportunities technology provides, using digital devices confidently.
· Understand how to keep themselves safe online, recognising risks and knowing how to respond when something makes them feel uncomfortable or unsafe. 
· Develop critical thinking, questioning what they see, hear and read online and recognising that not everything online is true or trustworthy. 
· Understand the importance of privacy, knowing how to protect personal information, passwords, images and their digital identity. 
· Develop respectful online behaviour, understanding how their words and actions can affect others and treat people kindly in digital spaces. 
· Recognise and respond to inappropriate content and contact, knowing how to block, report and seek help from a trusted adult. 
· Understand healthy digital habits, balancing screen time and online activities with sleep, exercise and offline experiences. 
· Become responsible digital citizens, making informed choices and understanding that their online actions can have lasting consequences. 
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