History
Intent, Implementation and Impact
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At Tittensor First School, we want children to develop a strong sense of the past and how it has shaped the world around them. Through an engaging, progressive history curriculum, children will develop a secure understanding of chronology, historical concepts and significant people, events and periods.

We want children to:
· Develop a secure understanding of chronology, recognising how people, events and periods fit within a wider historical timeline. 
· Explore the past through high-quality sources, including photographs, artefacts, buildings, maps, oral histories and written evidence. 
· Develop the skills of historical enquiry, asking questions, investigating evidence and forming their own conclusions.  
· Develop a strong understanding of local history, making meaningful connections between national and international events and the history of their own community. 
· Build knowledge progressively, revisiting and connecting previously learned concepts, vocabulary and historical periods. 
· Develop metacognitive skills, learning to reflect on what they already know, identify gaps in their knowledge, select appropriate strategies and explain their historical thinking. 
· Develop curiosity and a love of learning about the past, recognising how historical knowledge helps us understand the present.



Implementation
History is taught through a progressive, knowledge-rich curriculum from Reception to Year 4, using Cornerstones Curriculum Maestro as an overarching framework. Topics are carefully selected and adapted to ensure coverage of the National Curriculum and to reflect the needs and interests of our children. Learning is structured so that children encounter important historical knowledge and concepts repeatedly, with increasing depth and complexity as they move through the school.
Our implementation includes:
- Regular opportunities to revisit and retrieve previously learned historical knowledge through questioning, discussion and retrieval activities.
- Explicit teaching of historical vocabulary, chronology and key concepts such as change, continuity, cause, consequence, significance, similarity and difference.
- Use of a range of primary and secondary sources, including artefacts, photographs, maps, buildings, documents and oral histories.
- Local history studies which enable children to explore the history of their own school, village and surrounding area, making history meaningful and relevant.
Metacognitive strategies embedded throughout lessons, including retrieval practice and modelling historical thinking. Teachers use questions such as “What do I already know?”, “What evidence could help me?”, “How do I know?” and “What has changed and why?” to make children's thinking explicit.
- Assessment is used formatively to identify misconceptions, gaps in knowledge and next steps, informing future teaching.

Impact
Children will:
· Understand and use chronological language and place significant people, events and periods on a timeline. 
· Demonstrate increasingly secure knowledge of the historical periods and themes studied. 
· Explain change and continuity, similarities and differences and some causes and consequences. 
· Use historical vocabulary accurately and confidently. 
· Ask increasingly thoughtful historical questions. 
· Use a range of sources to investigate the past and understand that evidence can provide different perspectives. 
· Explain their conclusions and support them with appropriate evidence. 
· Understand important aspects of local history and make connections between local, national and wider history. 
· Recall and apply previously learned knowledge through retrieval and discussion. 
· Demonstrate increasing independence in selecting strategies to support their learning. 
· Reflect on their learning and articulate how they know something, demonstrating developing metacognitive awareness. 
· Show curiosity, enthusiasm and confidence when discussing and investigating the past.
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