Art
Intent, Implementation and Impact
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Art is an inspiring, creative and expressive subject that encourages children to become creative thinkers, artists and confident communicators. At Tittensor First School, we aim to provide children with rich and varied opportunities to explore, create and express themselves through art. Through looking at and discussing the work of artists, craftspeople and designers, children develop a critical understanding of how art can reflect people's experiences, cultures, identities and the world around them. They are encouraged to express opinions, interpret artwork and consider how artists have used different techniques and styles to communicate meaning. Children are given opportunities to evaluate and refine their own artwork, developing the confidence to recognise what they have achieved and identify how they could develop their ideas further. We value the individuality of children's work and encourage them to develop their own artistic voice rather than simply reproduce a model.
The Art curriculum makes an important contribution to children's creativity, self-expression, cultural understanding and wellbeing, providing them with skills and experiences that enrich their lives and encourage them to see and interpret the world in different ways.
We want children to:
· Become creative and critical thinkers who are confident in developing and communicating their artistic ideas.
· Develop proficiency in a range of artistic techniques and processes, including drawing, painting, sculpture and mixed media.
· Experiment confidently with materials, tools, techniques and processes, discovering different ways to create effects.
· Develop resilience by trying, adapting, refining and improving their artwork.
· Challenge themselves to develop increasingly ambitious, imaginative and individual pieces of art.
· Develop an understanding of the formal elements of art, including colour, line, shape, form, texture, pattern and space.
· Explore the work of a diverse range of artists, craftspeople and designers, including artists from different cultures and historical periods.
· Develop the confidence to express their own ideas, feelings and experiences through art.
· Become increasingly able to analyse, interpret and respond to artwork, explaining their thoughts and opinions.
· Evaluate their own and others' artwork, identifying strengths, areas for development and possible improvements.
· Understand that there is no single 'right' way to create art and value individuality. creativity and personal expression.



Impact
Through our carefully planned and meaningful Art curriculum, we expect children at Tittensor First School to develop the knowledge, skills, creativity and confidence that will enrich their future learning and everyday lives.
We expect that our children will:
· Become confident artists, able to develop and communicate their own ideas through a range of artistic forms. 
· Become creative and critical thinkers, willing to explore different possibilities, techniques and artistic approaches. 
· Develop a broad range of artistic skills, including drawing, painting, sculpture and working with a variety of materials and media. 
· Become resilient learners, understanding that experimentation, mistakes and changes are an important part of the creative process. 
· Be willing to take creative risks and challenge themselves, developing increasingly ambitious and imaginative artwork. 
· Develop their own artistic voice, making independent choices about colour, materials, techniques and composition. 
· Understand and use the formal elements of art, including colour, line, shape, form, texture, pattern and space. 
· Evaluate and improve their work, recognising strengths and identifying meaningful ways to develop their ideas and techniques. 
· Develop metacognitive skills, becoming increasingly able to explain their creative choices, reflect on their process and consider how they could improve. 
· Develop an appreciation of a diverse range of artists and cultures, understanding how art can communicate ideas, feelings, experiences and perspectives. 
· Express themselves confidently through art, using creativity as a way to communicate their thoughts, feelings and experiences. 
· Understand that there is no single 'right' way to create art, valuing individuality, experimentation and personal expression. 
· Develop independence, confidence and pride in their creative achievements. 






Implementation
At Tittensor First School, Art is taught as a creative, expressive and practical subject from EYFS to Year 4. In EYFS, children develop the foundations of Art through Expressive Arts and Design, alongside opportunities to explore materials, colour, texture, pattern and different ways of creating. These experiences provide the foundations for developing artistic skills and creative confidence throughout Key Stage 1 and lower Key Stage 2.

In Years 1–4, Art is carefully sequenced to support the aims of the National Curriculum, ensuring children progressively develop their skills in drawing, painting, sculpture and a range of other artistic techniques. Children explore the work of a diverse range of artists and are encouraged to experiment with different materials, processes and styles.

We make Art meaningful by connecting it to children's experiences, the world around them and other areas of learning. Children are given opportunities to explore ideas, express their thoughts and feelings and develop their own artistic responses. We value individuality and encourage children to develop their own creative voice rather than simply copying a model.

We place creativity, critical thinking and experimentation at the heart of our Art curriculum. Children are encouraged to take creative risks, try new techniques, make mistakes and use these experiences to improve. They learn that there is not always one correct outcome and are challenged to make increasingly independent decisions about their artwork.

Metacognition encourages children to think more deeply about their creative process. Teachers model their thinking and use questions such as “What am I trying to communicate?”, “Why have I chosen this technique?”, “What effect will this create?” and “How could I develop my idea further?” Children are encouraged to plan, reflect and evaluate their work, considering both their creative choices and the impact of their finished artwork.

Learning is adapted and scaffolded so that all children can access ambitious Art learning. Teachers use demonstrations, visual examples, vocabulary prompts, guided practice and carefully selected materials to support children where needed. Skills are broken into manageable steps, with scaffolds gradually removed as confidence and independence develop. Children are encouraged to explore their own ideas and challenge themselves, ensuring that support enables creativity rather than limiting it.
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